ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT

Case Number 99-052361

INVESTIGATOR:

Detective Richard J; Carson
Orange County Sheriff's Office
CID/Homicide =~

2450 W, 33 Street

Orlando, FL 32839

(407) 836-4020
'ORMATION:
Original Offense(s): ~ Death Investigation - Accidental ESS:nf

Date/Time of Occurrence: Tuesday, July 6, 1999, early momning hours.
Victim located at 0720 hours,
Location of Oceurrence:  Sea World; 7007 Sea Harbor Drive; Orlando, Fl.

ENE/EVIDENCE: MARIE V.
Seene Processed By: - Crime Scene Technician JoEllen McPeak
VICTIM INFORMATION:
Narme: " Dukes, Daniel P, - -
Alias; Unknown .
Description: white male, age 27, |G
Home address: Transient
Phone: n/a
Work address: .. B Unknown
Date and Time of Death: Tuesday, July 6, 1999, sometime in the early morning hours.
Cause of Death: Drowning
Manner of Death: Accidental
Next of Kin: , Parents:

Sister:
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ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT
Case Number 99-052361

REPORTER INFORMATION:
Name: Michael Dougherty
Description: white male, age 32
Home address:
Phone:
Work Address: . Sea World; 7007 Sea Harbor Drive; Orlando, Fl. 32821

Phone: (407) 351-3600

Synapsis of Testimony: Reporter Dougherty arrived at work and discovered the victim’s body
draped over the back of Tillikum, a killer whale. See Reporter Dougherty’s statement for additional
information,

WITNESS INFORMATION:

LEQ:; Detective Richard . Carson
Work address: Orange County Sheriff’s Office; 2450 W. 33" Street, Orlando, Fl. 32839
Phone: (407) 836-4020
Synopsis of testimony: Lead investigator assigned to investigate this case.
LEO: Medical Examiner’s Investigator Bill Stratton and Robert Rivera
Work address: ' District Nine Medical Examiner’s Office
1401 Lucerne Circle; Orlando, Florida 32801
Phone: * (407) 836-9400

Synopsis of testimony: Investigators Stratton and Rivera responded to the scene and conducted
their investigation for the Medical Examiner’s Office. Investigator Stratton and Rivera transported the
victim’s body to the Medical Examiner’s Office pending an autopsy.

LEQ: Doctor Merle Reyes
Work address: District Nine Medical Examiner’s Office

- 1401 Lucerne Circle; Orlando, Florida 32801
Phone: ' (407) 836-9400 .

Synopsis of testimony: Doctor Reyes performed the autopsy on Wednesday, July 7, 1999, at
approximately 0900 hours. ‘The cause of death was certified to be a drowning and the manner of death
to be an accident.
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ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT
Case Number 99-052361
LEO: Forensic Unit CST JoEllen McPeak
Work address: QOrange County Sheriff’s Office; 2450 W. 33" Street; Orlando, Fl. 32839
Phone: (407) 836-4021/4022

Synapsis of testimony: CST McPeak responded to and processed the crime scene. See CST
McPeak’s supplemental report for additional information.

LEO: Deputy Sheriff John Calhoun #0061
Work address: Orange County Sheriffs Office

6825 Westwood Boulevard, Suite A; Orlando, Florida 32821
Phone: : (407) 351-9368

Synopsis of testin"zony: ' Deputy Calhoun was dispatched to Sea World in reference to a body
, found in one of the whale tanks (Pool G). Deputy Cathoun obtained sworn statements from witness
and completed the initial report, See Deputy Calhoun’s report for additional information.

Witness: Cordoba Jr., Arturo S.

Description: - white male, age 27,

Hame address:

Phone:

Work address: Sea World; 7007 Sea Harbor Drive; Orlando, Fl. 32821

Phone: (407) 351-3600

Synopsis of testimony: Witness Cordoba arrived at work at approximately 0705 hours. He

began to clean the area around the Breading and Research Pool (Pool G) where Tillikum, aka.: Tilli
was located, Approximately 10 minutes later, Tillikum swam near Cordoba, Cordoba noticed
something white on his back. Cordoba asked another employee what was on the back of Tillikum and
the other employee thought it was a toy. But a few minutes later, Tillikum surfaced exposing the body
of a nude white person, Cordoba could not determine if the body was a male or female, but
immediately notified his supervisor and security, See Witness Cordoba’s statement for additional
information, :

Witness: | Tompkins, Chuck D,

Description: white male. age 42
Home address:
- Phone:
Work address: . Sea World; 7007 Sea Harbor Drive: Orlando, Fl. 32821
Phone: . (407)351-.3600

Synopsis of testimony: Witness Tompkins assisted in recovering the victim’s body. Tompkins
located the victim’s clothes near the rocks next to the Breading and Research Pool (Paol G). Sec
Witness Tompkins® statement for additional information. .
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INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT
Case Number 99-052361

Witness: Hepburn, Angela Leec .
Description:  white female, age 23 h )
Home address:
Phone:
Work address: Sea World; 7007 Sea Harbor Drive; Orlando, Fl. 32821
Phone: (407) 351-3600 '

Synapsis of testimony: . Witness Hepbumn left the Shamu exhibit on Monday, July 5, 1999, at
approximately 2130 hours, and see did not see anyone loitering around the whale tanks. See Witness

Hepburn’s statement for additional information,
Witness:

Rafferty ITI, John H.
Description:

.. . whitemale ape 5
Home address: -
Phone: )

Work address: Sea World; 7007 Sea Harbor Drive; Orlando, Fl. 32821

Phone: (407) 351-3600

Synopsis of testinony: Witness Rafferty observed the victim at the Stingray Pool on Monday,
July 5, 1999, at approximately 0715 hours. At 0945 hours, Rafferty observed the victim at the Front
Gate Plaza while watching young girls. See Witness Rafferty’s statement for additional information.

Witness: Bankston, Roger D.

Description: white male, age 43 :
Home address:
Phone: )

Sea World; 7007 Sea Harbor Drive; Orlando, Fl, 32821

Work address:
Phone: ‘ (407) 351-3600 :
Synaopsis of testimony: Witness Bankston assisted inthe recovery of the victim’s items from

Pool G. He photographed the items as they Iay at the bottom of the pool. See Witness Bankston’s
statement for additional information.

Witness: Flint, Richard Leavitt

Description: white male, age 36, . -

Phomer I

Phone:

Work address: Sea World; 7007 Sea Harbor Drive; Orlando, Fl. 32821

Phone: (407) 351-3600

Synopsis of testimony: . Witness Flint recovered the victim’s items from Pool G. See Witness

Flint’s statement for additional information,
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INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT
Case Number 99-052361
Witness: Rotondi, Jimmy F.
Description: white male, age 33,
Home address: - - On file with FD Station 54
Work address: = . 6500 Central Florida Parkway;, Orlando, Fl. 32821
Phone: (407) 352-4908

Synopsis of testimony: Witness Rotondi works for the Orange County FD Station 54. He
responded to the drowning at Pool G. Upon arrival, he observed the victim’s body draped across the
back of Tillikum and assisted in removing the vietim’s nude body from the whale’s back. See Witness
Rotondi’s statement for additional information,

SUMMARY:

Vietim Daniel P, Dukes was a transient. He lived for a short time at the Hare Krishna Temple
at 3220 Virginia Street, Miami, F1. On Tuesday, June 29, 1999, the victim was arrested by the Vero
Beach PD for retail theft and booked into the Indian River County Jail. The victim was released from
jail on Friday, July 2, 1999, at approximately 0520 hours.

Sometime after Victim Dukes was released from jail, he arrived in Orlando. The victim was
seen Sunday, July 4, 1999, and Monday, July 5, 1999, at Sea World by employees and patrons inside
the theme park. It is unknown if the victim paid for admittance into Sea World or if entered without
paying. Sometime in the early morning hours on Tuesday, July 6, 1999, Victim Dukes entered Pool G,
the Breading and Research Pool, where Tillikum, a killer whale, was kept.

Tuesday, July 6, 1999, at approximately 0720 hours, employees noticed the victim’s nude body
draped over the back of Tillikum. The Orange County Sheriff’s Office and the Orange County Fire
and Rescue were notified that & nude body was found in a pool with a killer whale. Rescue personnel
and employees from Sea World removed the victim from the back of Tillikum. Investigators Bill
Stratton and Robert Rivera from the Orange/Osceola County Medical Examiners Office arrived and
conducted their investigation into the victim’s cause of death. The vietim’s body was transported to
the Medical Examiner’s Office pending an autopsy.

- On Wednesday, July 7, 1999, at approximately 0900 hours, Doctor Merle Reyes conducted the
autopsy on Victim Daniel P, Dukes. Doctor Reyes certified the cause of death to be a drowning and

the manner of death to be an accident.
N. TIVE:

Tuesday, July 6, 1999, at approximately 0645 hours:

Reporter Michael Dougherty arrived at Sea World to begin his work as a physical therapist.
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ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
" - INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT

Case Number 99-052361 .

At approxintately 0655 hours:
Witness Artiuro Cordoba arvived at work and at approximately 0705 hours, he began cleaning

the deck area around Pool G, the Breading and Research Pool.

At approximately 0720 hours:

Reporter Michael Dougherty went to the underwater viewing ofthe Breading and Research
Pool. As Dougherty walked past the viewing window, he noticed & whale looking at the window.
Dougherty observed a pair of feet along side the'whale and then realized the whale was Tillikum. He
knew Sea World’s policy prohibited anyone from being in the water with Tillikum and reported the
incident to the Health Services Department of Sea World. Dougherty told Health Services that he
thought the person in the pool with Tillikum was deceased. He then went upstairs and observed the
person in the pool with Tillikum was a nude white male. See Witness Dougherty’s statement for
additional information,

Witness Arfuro Cordoba noticed something white on the back of Tillikum and asked another
employee what was on the back of Tillikum. The other employee thought it was a toy. But, when
Tillikum surfaced, Cordoba noticed the nude body of 2 white person on the back of Tillikum. Cordoba
could not determine if the person was a white male or a white female, but he reported the incident to
his supervisor and security. See Witness Cordoba’s statement for additional information.

ﬁj_ggp_m_xi_matelv{ 0725 hours:
The Orange County Sheriff’s Office received a 9-1-1 call fiom Sea World regarding the body
of a white male in the pool with a killer whale.

At approximately 0726 hours:
Deputy Jahq Calhoun was dispatched to the Sea World.

At gggroxl’matelz. 0733 hours:
Deputy Calhoun amived and observed the victim’s nude body on the back of Tillikum.

Tillikum was moved into Pool D where he was lified out of the water and the vietim was removed
from his back.

At approximately 0740 hours: : S

I was paged by the Orange County Sheriff’s Office Communication Section. I was told about
the nude body of a white male who was found in a pool with a killer whale at Sea World and T was
requested to respond to Sea World. .-

At appraximately 0809 hours:

I arrived at Sea World and met with Sea World Security Lt. John Thomas. Thomas stated two
employees, John Rafferty and George Vittélo, observed the victim inside the park on Monday, July 5,
1999. Rafferty observéd the victim inside the park at approximately 0715 hours, at the Stingray Pool,

6
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ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT

Case Number 99-052361

and again at the front gates at approximately 0945 hours. Vittelo observed the victim at the Dolphin
Nursery at approximately 2100 hours. Both employees remembered the victim because of his attire
and lack of personal hygiene. See Witness John Rafferty’s statement for additional information,

At approximately 0820 hours:

I met with Reporter Mike Dougherty who stated he observed the victim’s feet around the
whale, while he was in his office at approximately 0720 hours, He noticed the victim’s body was rigid
and not moving and believed the victim was decessed. See Reporter’s statement for additional

information.

At approximately 0825 Bours: :

1 met with Witness Arturo Cordoba Jr. who stated he observed the something white draped over
the whale, Tillikum, while he was cleaning around the Breading and Research Pool, Cordoba asked
another employee about his observation, but the other employee thought it was a toy. Cordoba
continued cleaning and noticed this object on the back of the whale was the body of a nude human
being, when Tillikum surfaced. Cordoba reported this incident to his Supervisor and Security. See
Witness Cordoba’s statement for additional information,

At approximately 0835 hours:

I met with Witness Angela Hepburn who stated she worked Monday, July 5, 1999, until 2130
hours, at the. Shamu Stadium. When she left work, the area around Shamu Stadium was secured and
the public had vacated the stadium. Hepburn stated she did not notice anyone loitering around the
whale tanks, Hepburn stated Laurie Noah left the stadium at approximately 2200 hours, on Monday,
July 5, 1999. See Hepburn®s statement for additional information, :

At oximately 0855 hours:
I call the Orange/Osceola County Medical Examiner’s Office and spoke to Investigation Bill
Stratton. I provide-Stratton with a synopsis of the incident. i

At approximately 0900 hours:

I viewed the victim’s clothing laying next to-the Breading and Research Pool (Pool G). The
victim’s clothing was documented as follows: T
0 Cream pants with miscellaneous papers in the back pocket.
@ - Brown shirt.

At approximately 0908 hours:

I viewed the victim’s hat recovered on the trash container next to aisle E in front of the men’s
rest room. The trash container is located in the walkway of the entrance into Shamu Stadium.
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Case Number 99-052361

At approximately 0916 hours:
I viewed the victim’s body and noted the following:

The victim’s body was naked.

There was a red letter “I)” tattooed above the victim’s left breast,

A string of beads was wrapped around the victim’s right wrist.

Two rings were on the victim’s right hand, One ring was on the middle finger and
the other ring was on his ring finger.

There was a pale area around the victim’s left wrist similar to that caused by
someone wearing a watch.

o The victim had reddish blond hair with  bead and moustache.

a The victim’s body contained numerous abrasions.

At gggraximarelz' 0921 Rours:

I spoke to Trainer Chuck Tompkins who stated he and another trainer coaxed Tillikum from
Pool G to Pool D. In Pool D, the trainers lifted Tillikum out of the pool where they could control him,
while they removed the victim from the back of the whale. Trainers Tompkins stated the temperature
in the whale pools are kept between 52 and 56 degrees and someone would develop hypothermia
within 10 minutes,

At approximately 0943 .hou,-g:

Investigators Biil Stratton and Robert Rivera from the Medieal Examiner’s Office arrived at the
scene and began their investigation into the victim’s cause of death. .

At approximately 0948 bours:

Crime Scenié Technician JoEllen McPeak arrived at the scene. I briefed CST McPeak who then
photographed the scene. See CST McPeak’s supplemental report for additional information.

At approximately 0932 kours:

I spoke to Witness Roger Bankston who stated he photographed the recovered items in Pool G.
The items were a bathing suit and its drawstring, four pieces of body parts, and a plastic bag recovered
from the skimmer. See Witness Bankston®s statement for additional information,

At approximately 0955 hours:
I spoke to Witness Richard. Flint. Flint collected the items from Pool G, after Witness

Bankston photographed the items. The recavered items, as described above, were released to the
custody of Investigator Robert Rivera fiom the Medical Examiner’s Office.  See Witness Flint's
staternent for additional information.

oonoo
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" Case Number 99-052361

At approximately 1030 hours:

The victim’s hat was photographed and collected from the top of the trash container outside the
men’s rest room next to aisle E. '

At approximately 1040 hours:

The victim’s clothing were photographed and collected-from the rocks next to Breading and
Research Pool (Pool G). The victim’s Florida Identification Card #D220-175-71-380-0 and Shell
Credit Card with the name Patricia G. Dukes were found inside the victim’s pants pocket. They were
documented for the purpose of identification and information leading to the victim’s next of ki, Also,
in the victim’s miscellaneous papers were documents showing the victim had just been released from’
the Indian River County Jail on July 2, 1999, and his jacket mumber was #74187,

At approximately 1108 Bours:
I departed from Sea World.

At gggrwdmate!gj 13‘00 hours:

I made telephone contact with the Indian River County Jail in reference to obtaining a copy of
the victim’s fingerprints they obtained when he was booked into jail on June 29, 1999, Their Record’s
Section faxed me a copy of Victim Daniel P. Dukes® fingerprints that were used for the identification

of the victim.

At aggraxima!elg" 1705 hours:

I contacted the Orange County Sheriff’s Office Teletype Section and requested a Teletype
message sent to the Miami Police Department. I was requesting someone from the Miami PD to
respond to 3220 Virginia Street and ascertain if anyone at that address knew the victim or any relative.

Later that evening, I received a message from Miami PD. Miami PD stated that Victim Dukes
was known to several members at the Hare Krishna Temple, but they did not know the whereabouts of
any family members,

Wednesday, July 7, 1999, at appraximately 0900 hours:

Doctor Merle Reyes from the Orange/Osceola County Medical Examiner’s Office conducted
the autopsy on Victim Daniel P, Dukes. Doctor Reyes certified the cause of death fo be a drowning
and the manner of death to an accident,

I received a telephone call from Evette Machleid, white female, cellular telephone number 973-
8013. Machleid stated she observed the victim’s photograph in the newspaper and called me to report
that she observed the victim at Sea World on Sunday, July 4, 1999, at approximately 1930 hours, while
at Journey to Atlantis. The victim was observed standing in line and then exiting the line several
times. The victim was also heard mumbling to himself, while standing in line. The viotim looked

dirty and had a foul odor about him,
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At approximately 0932 hours: )

I contacted the Shell Credit Card Company and learned the telephone number to Patricia G,
Dukes in South Carolina. I contacted Patricia Dukes who stated she was the mother to Daniel P.
Dukes. Mrs. Dukes was then informed that her son had passed away. Mrs. Dukes what happened and
she was informed that her son was found inside a whale tank at Sea World with a killer whale.

I then spoke to the victim’s sister, Tracy Dukes, who was provided with the facts surrounding
the death of her brother. Tracy was provided the Orange/Osceola County Medical Examiner’s Office
telephone number and instructed to contact them at her earliest convenience.

Thursday, July 8, 1999, at approximately 0840 kours:

I received 4 telephone call from Angela McBurney, a white female, 02/27/66, telephone
number (813) 671-2666. McBumey stated she recognized the photograph of Victim Dukes to be the
same person she and her husband, Michael McBumey saw while they were at Sea World on Monday,
July 5, 1999, at approximately 2000 hours, McBurney stated the crowd was exiting the park after the
fireworks, but the victim was observed walking back into the park against the crowd. She and her
husband observed the victim climbing over & bench and into the landscape area, They though it was
odd, but did not report the incident to Sea World.

Friday, July 9, 1999, at appraximately 1556 hours:

I received a message to call Brian Payne. I contact Mr. Payne at 277-6000. Mr. Payne stated
he was at Sea World Monday, July 5, 1999, at approximately 1600 hours, when he and his wife met
the victim at the Happy Harbor Tubes. The victim was in the tubes used for children. Mr. Payne
notified Sea World authorities and as Security was approaching the victim he left the area.

CONCLUSION:

It is unknown how the victim entered Sez World and why he entered the Breading and
Research Pool (Paol G). The victim did remove his clothes prior to entering the whale tank and
drowned. It is unknown if the killer whale drowned the victim or if the victim succamb to the fiigid
water temperatures, developed hypothermia and drowned. :

ATTACHMENTS: .

Offense report -

Medical Examiner’s report
Crime Scene Technician’s report
Evidence/Property forms
Witnesses/Reporter statements
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Case Number 99-052361

News releases by television or newspaper
Miscellaneous . .

DISPOSITION:

Further Police Action Required:  None

Referred To: The Orange County Sheriff’s Office Records Section

Disposition: Closed

I swear and affirm the above
statements are frue and correct,

CID — Homicide Unit

M,
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Sworn to and subscribed before
me, the undersigned authority.

This 3 3 day, , 1999

(ol 0oy
Sergeant Ron Corlew #0634 )
Supervisor CID — Homicide Unit
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ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

FORENSICS SECTION
REPORT OF CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION

INCIDENT TYPE:  Death Investigation CASE NUMBER: 99-052361
(ORI) NUMBER: -  FL0480000

DATE: - 07/06/1999 ’

LOCATION: Sea World 7007 Sea World Drive Orlando, FL
SECTOR /ZONE: 05/50

TIMES: 0919/0948/1106

INVESTIGATOR: CSI JoEllen E, McPeak

DETECTIVE: Rick Carson

DEPUTY: John Cathoun

VICTIM ONE: Dukes, Daniel Patrick WM DOB:
ADDRESS:

SUSPECT: N/A

PHOTOGRAPHS: Fuji 200 ISO, 35mm, 22 color exposures

LATENTS: N/A

EVIDENCE: See Property Form Y-13096

SCENE DESCRIPTION: Shamu Stadium, Reading & Research Pool and sqnoundi'ng area,

NARRATIVE:
When I arrived at the scene I spoke with Detective Carson who told me the following:

The victim apparently stayed in the park afier closing and sometime during the time between park closing and
(730 entered the area of the Reading & Research Pool, Clothing had been discovered on the west side of the
pool by a Sea World employee. Mike Doughtry of Sea World had discovered the victim in the pool with
“Tillikum"”, a male Orca, Sea World personnel removed the body from the pool and Tillikum was moved to
an adjacent tank. The Sea World Dive Team photographed and recovered items from the pool. The items were
placed on the east side of the pool deck. The body had been prepared for transport.

I photographed the Reading & Research Pool. I photographed the items the Sea World Dive Team had
recovered. I collected a roll of film from Sea World Dive Team Member Roger Bankston for processing in
the Photo Lab. Medical Investigator Robert Rivera collected the itéms for transport with the body.

I photographed a hat found outside the stadivum’s entrance on a trash receptacle, The victim’s clothing was
located on the west side of the Reading & Research Pool, I photographed the clothirig, 1 emptied the pants
pockets and located identification and other papers. Bill Stratton, Medical Investigator collected the hat,
clothing and its contents for transport with the hody,

LE ABDVE STATEMENTS ARE CORRECT AND TRUR 1 SWORN TO AMND %CRIHED BEFORE ‘THE UNDERSIGNED:
JoEllen E. McPeak ri1s /b pav oF 5{{.[999@ EE%ORCZDFHCER S
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ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
FORENSICS SECTION
REPORT OF CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION

Case Number: 99-052361

1 released the scene to D/S Cathoun.

07/07/99 o
I returned to Sea World at the request of Sea World Security. Kevin Lister, an employee had discovered items

belonging to the victim. The items were located in a section of the park reserved for private fimetions. I
photographed and collected the iterns (Item #Y-13096),

CSI Armand Ouellette responded to the Medical Examiner’s Office to print and photograph the victim. He
noted the victim had a tattoo depicting the letter “D* on the left side of his chest. He obtained two sets of
inked fingerprints and submitted the prints to the Latent Identification Section.

All photographic filtn was submitted to the Photo Lab for processing. The items I collected on 07/07/1999
were submitted to evidence to be released to the family. No further requests were made of this investigator.
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f Deputy Tnllating

Onginad Repon:

o Orange County

Sheriff’s Office Investlgatlve Report
st Loistlrn “bos Vot 1/ V. 20 congms;

Viedm Name:
{Last. Finst, Middle)

Ciher Agency
Cose Numbes:

Victim Address:
(4, Swct, City, Sux)

fyc Changed To:
Recovered: i ? .

A

. ‘The perpelrator in this case was arrested by Deputy/Officer:

CBA‘: o ) e of on
) " Name Agency - Month/DayfYear
k FSAC: A Charging Affidavit was filed with the State Attorney on
| - ) Month/Day/Yeor

a-sr'ﬁ' :
N . A follow-up iﬁ'veshgatmn was made on this case and
INAC: 1. No suspects were identified
. Victim declines to assist agency with investigation.
. . 'The office of the State Atlorney was contacled in reference to this case and prosecution was declined
EC: . _ } ‘
on . per
Month/Day/Year o Name
EC: The victim in this case declines to assist further in this investigation even though the perpetrator could be prosecuted.
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